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Professionalism and Democracy:
The Operation and Adaptation of
Environmental Impact Assessment 1n

Taiwan

Ching-Ping Tang, Chung-Yuan Chiu’

Abstract

The Environmental Impact Assessment has been settled in Taiwan for
about one and half decades. While professionalism has been the major appeal in
the original institutional setting to solve the problems of over-politicization at
that time, more political demands have been imposed to the system in the
course of democratic consolidation. In response to the emerging legitimacy cri-
sis, the governments have tried different approaches, including recruiting social
representatives into the review committee in DDP government and setting up
another specialist committee to make disputable decisions in KMT government.
While the former generated a conflicting logic with professionalism, the latter
tried to cure the political problems with blunt professionalism. By examining
the case of Da-ling Power Plant, this paper suggests an innovation on the EIA

institutions by incorporating more civil participation mechanisms.

Keywords: Civic Science, Professional Meeting, Political Capacity, Civil Par-

ticipation, NIMBY syndrome
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University.
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