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ABSTRACT

The governing system of Taiwan’s irrigation has survived colonial,
authoritarian, and democratic eras, indicating impressive institutional
robustness. A close examination indicates that the system has actually
been practicing such economic principles as pursuing better economies of
governing scale and of public-private synergy in public goods provision,
which Elinor Ostrom and her followers have long, advocated. Neverthe-
less, it is interesting to ask whether the efficiency of governance can be
maintained when the political system start to transform, thus affecting
the operation of the functional institutions standing on it. By examining
Taiwan’s case, this research points out the dynamics between changes of
institutions in different tiers. It indicates that a functional institution
with the principle of user-participation might help it survive the dra-
matic changes in the course of democratic reforms.
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