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Local Self-Governance and Water Resource
Conservation: Comparing Groundwater
Management in Raymond Basin of U.S.A.
and Chia-Nan Plain of Taiwan

Ching-Ping Tang” & Chien-Hsun Huang™

Abstract

As the supply of flesh water becomes a global crisis, effective management
of available water is considered as an essential and challenging task.
Accumulated researches indicate that self-governance by the resource users
could be the most efficient way to manage such common-pool resources as
surface and groundwater. This study compares two groundwater management
systems, in Taiwan and the United States of America, to analyze why such
self-governance has evolved and how such self-governance system has actually
worked to conserve groundwater.

Keywords: common-pool resources, groundwater, groundwater basin, market
mechanism, self-governance of appropriators
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