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Technology Policy and Democratization:
The Political Economy of Promoting
Electronic Scooter in Talwan

Ching-Ping Tang and Kun-Jung Liao

ABSTRACT

How would democratization have impacts on the technology policy
making of a country? Many newly industrialized countries (NICs) were
famous for the quality of their industrial and technological policies which
contributed to their economic achievements in the past decades. These
policies were mostly designed by technocrats insulated from the rent
seeking activities under their authoritarian rules. Nevertheless, late 1980s
witnessed democratization of these countries and therefore whetted a
curiosity that if the policy capacity of the bureaucrats would be hampered.
This paper examines the case of Taiwan’s promoting electronic scooters to
indicate the possibility of such influence. It shows that politicized process
have created incentives of bureaucrats to choose a most popular policy
scheme to promise political feasibility. Nevertheless, such designs might
deviate from economic rationality and eventually lead to less promising
results. This case suggests a need of institutional solution to assure the
professional adequacy of bureaucratic policy making in democratization.

Keywords: environmental policy, industrial policy, political feasibility,
policy rationality
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